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March 23, 2009

The Honorable John Griesheimer

Chair, Senate Committee on Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government
State Capitol, Room 227

Jefferson City, MO 65101

Dear Senator Griesheimer:

On behalf of the members of The Civic Council of Greater Kansas City, the undersigned
members of the Board of Directors are writing to voice the Civic Council’s strong support for the
Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act (MOSIRA), SB 572.

Promotion of science and innovation is critical to creating high-paying, high-growth jobs in
the State of Missouri and attracting and retaining a talented and well-educated workforce.
MOSIRA is exactly the type of investment the State of Missouri must make if we are going to
build a competitive future for the state.

The purpose of MOSIRA is to foster economic growth through the creation, attraction,
retention and growth of quality jobs by providing a predictable, stable source of funding for
building science and innovation companies and infrastructure in Missouri. MOSIRA will capture
only the new growth in state income taxes generated by new employees working in Missouri
within designated science and innovation fields. The captured revenue would be reinvested in the
science and innovation industry to assure future and continued growth in this critical sector of
Missouri’s economy.

MOSIRA establishes a new public authority with an independent board. It is absolutely
critical that this authority be created in a way that ensures that projects are selected because they
have the highest potential to return investment to the state’s economy. This will require that
individuals who serve on this board are highly knowledgeable about science and technology, the
start-up, financing and successful management of new businesses, and the market place within
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which Missouri must compete for recognition as a desirable place to engage in scientific inquiry
and to develop new products and businesses in science and technology.

Missouri has an unfortunate history of failing to recognize the opportunities and provide
the investments necessary to compete successfully for lucrative projects, including major federal
laboratories and company relocations that would have brought hundreds of millions of outside
dollars, jobs, tax revenues, and corollary businesses to the state. Although the state has moved
forward in recent years by adding economic development tools such as Quality Jobs, the toolbox
for developing a strong science and technology sector still is not competitive with neighboring
states and others across the United States.

The adoption of MOSIRA would provide the needed ability and flexibility give Missouri a
competltwe advantage in competing for such transformational opportunities. The investment in
science and innovation contemplated by MOSIRA will help lead Missouri to an economic
recovery that is focused on the future vitality and economic health of the state and its citizens.

The Civic Council strongly encourages you to support SB 572, and we thank you in
advance for your consideration and support of MOSIRA.

Sincerely,

Terrencm Civic Council Chair and

President & CEO of JE Dunn Construction Group,
Inc.
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THE CIVIC COUNCIL OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

Board of Directors and Letter Signatories

Mr. William S. Berkley
President/CEO
Tension Envelope Corporation

Mr. Tom Bowser
President and CEO

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas City

Mr. Michael J. Chesser
Chairman & CEOQ
Great Plains Energy, Inc.

Mr. E. Frank Ellis
Chairman & CEQ
Swope Community Enterprises

Mr. David W. Frantze
Partner
Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP

Mr. Richard C. Green, Jr.
Chairman, President & CEC
The Calvin Group, LLC

Mr. Donald J. Hall, Jr.
President and CEO
Hallmark Cards, Inc.

Mr. G. Richard Hastings
President & CEO
Saint Luke's Health System

Mr. Michael R. Haverty
Chairman & CEO
Kansas City Southern

Mr. Mark R. Jorgenson
President and CEO
U.S. Bank

Mr. Mariner Kemper
Chairman & CEO
UMB Financial Corporation

Mr. Robert A. Kipp
Chairman
Crown Center

Mr. Thomas A. McDonnell
President & CEQO
DST Systems, Inc.

"Mr. David F. Oliver

Partner
Berkowitz Oliver Williams Shaw &
Eisenbrandt LLP

Ms. Karen L. Pletz

President and Chief Executive Officer
Kansas City University of Medicine and
Biosciences

Mr. Robert D. Regnier
President
Bank of Blue Valley

Mr. John Sherman
President & CEO
Inergy



Ms. Elizabeth T. Solberg
Past Civic Council Chair

Ms. Anne D. St. Peter
Chair, Greater Kansas City Chamber of

Commerce
Founder, Global Prairie

Mr. Mark Thorﬁpson -

President
CCB Financial Corporation

Mr. David A. Welte

Executive Vice President and

General Counsel

Stowers Institute for Medical Research

Mr. William D. Zollars
Chairman, President & CEO
YRC Worldwide Inc.
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cc: Senator Tom Dempsey
Senator Victor Callahan
Senator Jack Goodman
Senator Jim Lembke
Senator Ryan McKenna
Senator David Pearce
Senator Luann Ridgeway -
Senator Eric Schmitt
Senator Wes Shoemyer

THE CIVIC COUNCIL OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

Founded in 1964 by a group of chief executive officers who believed that it was important that
their resources and influence were cooperatively applied to solving complex and difficult
community issues, The Civic Council of Greater Kansas City is a membership organization of
chief executive officers of the largest corporations and professional partnerships in the Kansas
City metropolitan area. The mission of the Civic Council: To define the region’s future as a
leading global location for business and quality of life through our leadership, resources and
influence.




