
Missouri Biotechnology Association 
2012 Biotech Speaker Series

•	 Join MOBIO and our state 
biotech business and research 
leaders for the  2012 Biotech 
Speaker Series 

•	 Targeted Invites / Office visits 
by speakers

•	 Hosted by the Missouri 
Legislative Biotech Caucus

•	 Light Breakfast Provided

MOBIO Staff
Kelly Gillespie, Executive Director
Alex Eaton, Economic Development & 
Agriculture
Jessica Winschel, Human Health
Tony Dunavant, Animal Health

The University of Missouri System: An Economic Engine
Date: Wednesday, February 22nd 

Location & Time: 
State Capitol, House Hearing Room 3, 8am - 9am

Speaker: 
•	 Michael Nichols, Vice President for Research and

 Economic Development, University of Missouri System•	

 

Upcoming Programs:

Tuesday, February 28th - Baxter - BioLife Plasma
 

Center
Tuesday, April 3rd - MOBIO Life Sciences Day at the

 Capitol

Engage with industry executives & officials.

Understand economic development opportunities for 
the State of Missouri.



Michael F. Nichols, Ph.D.

Michael F. Nichols became the vice president for research and economic development for the University of Missouri 
System in November 2007. Nichols brings more than 25 years of experience in research, product development and 
small business startup and operations to the position, which has a statewide focus.
 
Nichols joined the research faculty at the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1978, leaving nine years later to create 
technology-based startups. He returned to the university in 2002 as state director and creator of MOFAST, the Small 
Business Innovation Research, and Small Business Technology Transfer Assistance Centers (SBIR/STTR). Most 
recently he directed the Office of Technology Management and Industry Relations at MU.
 
Nichols holds eight patents, many involving high-tech coatings he developed for health care applications. An 
entrepreneur, he was the founder and president of one of the first companies to be spun off of University of Missouri 
research. The firm he currently heads, the Atomic Paint Shop, develops unique coatings with a wide variety of 
applications.
 
Nichols received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from California Polytechnic State University, and his doctorate 
in the area of biomedical sciences from the University of Missouri-Columbia. An adjunct associate professor, his 
research has been supported by the National Institutes of Health, the National Science Foundation and the Ewing 
Marion Kauffman Foundation. The editor of two books, he is a member of several professional societies, a journal 
reviewer and a consultant.


